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698 Geographical Literature and Maps 

Before discussing the evidence in the case Mr. Balch brings together in a 
short chapter the names of distinguished travelers such as Marco Polo, Amerigo 
Vespucci and many others who were first doubted and afterwards vindicated. 

Mr. Balch bases his argument in favor of the credibility of Cook's claim to 
have reached the Pole upon an analysis and comparison of three journeys: Peary 
in 1906, described in his book "Nearest the Pole"; Cook in 1908, described in 
the New York Herald in 1909 and in his book "My Attainment of the Pole" 
published in 1911; and Peary in 1909, described in his book "The North Pole" 
published in 1910. Mr. Balch's book will probably stand as the best setting 
forth of the matter in justification of Dr. Cook's contention that has been or will 
be written. It is well to have his argument and conclusions on record. All 
geographers are, of course, in hearty accord with Mr. Balch's faith that Arctic 
exploration will not cease till all its secrets are revealed. 

Croisiere Oceanographlque AccompUe a Bord de la Belgica dans la Mer du 
Griraland, 1905. Relation Succincte du Voyage. Par A. de Gerlache. 
70 pp. Maps, ills. 1909. 

Campagne Arctlque de 1907. (1) Etude Lithologique de Fonds Recueillis dans 
les Parages de la Nouvelle-Zemble. Par J. Thoulet. 28 pp. Maps, ills. 
(2) Microplankton des Mers de Barents et de Kara. Accompanied by plates 
in separate case. Par le Dr. Alph. Meunier. xviii and 355 pp. (3) Journal 
de Bord et Physique du Globe. 99 pp. Maps, ills. Imprimerie Scien- 
tifique, C. Bulens, Editeur, Brussels, 1910-11. 14 x 11 each. 
The scientific results which challenge attention in the narrative of this cruise 
are the remarkable set of soundings taken by the author's party. The ex- 
plorers owed much of their success to the exceptionally favorable ice conditions 
prevailing north of lat. 76° in the summer of 1905. Deep sea observations were 
made while proceeding from north to south. Evidence of a suboceanic zone of 
relief in lat. 78° 10' N. and between 5° and 17° W. can be inferred from the figures 
reported by Commandant de Gerlache. The relative shallowness of the western 
portion of this area appears to be particularly well marked. Here the length 
of line unwound did not exceed 58 meters in one instance and attained a maximum 
of only 490 meters for a degree and a half east and west of meridian 15° W. 
This submerged eminence 1 was called the Belgica Bank. Its morainic character 
was determined by the nature of the lithological specimens brought up. 

The exploration of the east coast of Greenland between lat. 77° and 79°, 
while superseded by Erichsen's mapping, deserves notice as valuable pioneer 
work for its day. 

Biological investigations made in the Kara and Barents Seas during the 
1907 cruise of the Belgica were incorporated in a monograph by Mr. Meunier. 
This scientist has restricted the use of the term microplankton throughout his 
report to designate unicellular proto-organisms. This use will undoubtedly 
appeal to biologists far more than the meaning usually accorded to the word 
whereby it refers to differentiation based on size. The color of the yellow snow 
was attributed to the presence of the Diamylon nivale among the microphytes 
examined. Leon Dominian. 

ANTHBOPOGEOGBAPHY 

La Geographle Humalne. Essai de classification positive. Principes et 
exemples. Par Jean Brunhes. 2eme Edition, revue et augmented, xv 
and 798 pp. Maps, ills., index. F6hxAlcan, Paris, 1912. Fr. 20. 10x6}^.* 
Two chapters (8 and 10) in which topics of recent progress in the study of 
geography are discussed have' been partly rewritten and extended. In ampli- 
fying his comments on the value of legional studies in the sense implied by the 
German term of "Landerkunde" Brunhes adheres more firmly to his previous 
stand according to which regional geography must be regarded as the ultimate 
object of research instead of as a preliminary investigation. 

1 For general correlation see Groll's Map of the Atlantic Ocean in VerBffentl. d. Inst. /. Meeresk. 
Neue Folge: A, Heft 2, Taf. 1, Berlin, 1912. 

♦See review of the first edition by Mark Jefferson in the Bulletin, Vol. 43, June, 1911, pp. 
467-469. 



